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Why a community based vulnerability assessment? 



What are the key questions? 

•  Who are the most vulnerable groups? 
•  Where do they live? 
•  How are they affected?  



Observa*on 

RT 
Ques*onnaires 

Focal Group Discussion 

Exis*ng Data Sources 

Survey Methodology 











No. of children 
between 8 – 17 not 
currently in school 

Total numbers 



Ratio of Households 
to Motorcycles 

Ratios 



Percentage [%] of 
Households with access 
to city water supply 

Percentages 







Interviews Socialization of 
findings with 
community  

Focus group 
discussions 

Local community participation  





Community of  
Kemijen 



Total Population 



% of Households 
with access to city 
water supply 



No. Households 
who use public 
wells 



No. of times rubbish 
is collected per 
week 



Vulnerability: Types of areas identified 

Riverbank 
communities 

Steep hillside 
settlements 

Fisherman 
communities 



Vulnerability: Groups of people identified 

Children    The elderly Female headed        
       households 



Lessons about Vulnerability in Bandar Lampung and 
Semarang 



Vulnerability is closely linked with poverty 

•  Once in vulnerable areas it is difficult to escape the poverty trap 
•  Pro- poor policies are necessary 



Relocation of communities can be potentially devastating; 
but it doesn’t have to be 

Or, relocation can offer a 
stable base upon which 
to develop 

Relocation can 
continue insecurity 
and high-risk 



The presence or absence of the State can play a large role in 
reducing or increasing vulnerability 

National community 
development programs 

Community block grants 

Lack of public services 

Lack of dialogue with local 
communities 



The market is the ultimate determinant of vulnerable 
conditions, unless there is intervention 

Government has to intervene to reduce environmental risk, 
otherwise the market logic will continue to marginalize.   



People are most concerned with their economic 
vulnerability 



Adaptive Capacity: Some examples 

Water harvesting Progressive 
improvements to 
housing structure 

Land reclamation 



Lessons Learned about Adaptive Capacity 

•  Quite simply ‘they work’ 

•  They are inexpensive and work with what materials are 
available 

•  Accessible in times of need 

•  They don’t rely on big government projects 

•  Adaptation to climate change must work with other 
adaptation strategies 

•  The whole is greater than the sum of the parts 

•  Leveraging government support leads to better results 

•  More access to information can lead to better outcomes  



Strengthening Adaptive Capacity 

What are the factors upon which adaptation may depend? 

What are the constraints to developing adaptive strategies? 

What opportunities are present? 


